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O n 12th November 2012 twelve fresh 

faced candidates arrived at the Royal 

Agricultural College with a feeling of trepida-

tion, largely due to the fact that they felt 

somewhat out of touch with student life. Lit-

tle did they know that they were in for an 

unforgettable week. 

The lucky participants of the 2012/13 

John Edgar Trust (JET) course 

come from a range of rural enter-

prise backgrounds, all with one 

thing in common; a desire to 

learn and further their profes-

sional development.  

On arrival everyone was in-

stantly put at ease with an infor-

mal coffee, and conversations 

quickly sparked off, with animated 

comparisons of farming professions 

and specialisms. There we all were 

thinking we were amicable, easy 

going individuals, unaware at the 

time that part of selection process 

for JET is designed to pick people 

with enough qualities and personality 

traits in common to connect and 

enough differing experience, for eve-

ryone to be able to add a little something a 

little extra. 

The first week of the course was a mix of self 

assessment in order to help develop an indi-

vidual’s abilities and informative talks from a 

range of speakers, each a great accompani-

ment to the next. The self assessment element 

covered presentation skills, media training, 

business evaluation, and if that wasn’t 

enough, psychometric testing. By the end of 

day two we were aware of our strengths and 

more importantly our weaknesses. This is not 

a negative, as in the business world with 

experience comes the ability to be able to 

bring a group of talents together to reach 

an ultimate goal.  

During the week everyone had the op-

portunity to chair one of the speakers 

who came to relay their experience and 

impart invaluable knowledge of their 

paths and learning curves they have 

encountered. We are now all far more 

knowledgeable on behind the scenes 

farm policy such as CAP and 

feel much more confident in 

budgeting, business planning, 

taxation and time manage-

ment. 

A valuable part of the course is 

learning from the experience of 

your contemporaries under the 

comfortable Chatham House 

rules. It’s not often farmers and professionals 

can speak at such ease regarding their busi-

nesses and by the end of the week we felt 

more than confident to describe our paired 
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Know Thyself….. 
Charlotte Lay reflects on the November Course 

JET Scholars 

from  1971-1993 

are invited…. 

to their 
Alumni Dinner  

at the 
Grosvenor Hotel 

Stockbridge 
   Wednesday, March 6th, 7pm. 

Price £27/person (in advance) 

Book via the Course Organiser 
rhonda.thompson@rac.ac.uk 

01285 652531 
or via the website  

or on the Booking Form 

Teresa Dent 
Our Speaker at the Alumni Dinner on March 6th 

F ollowing a convivial evening in January when the 

younger JET generation met to hear an entertaining 

and inspirational talk from former JET Scholar David 

Sullivan, it’s the turn of the seniors next…….. 

Teresa Dent  is the Chief Executive of the Game & 

Wildlife Conservation Trust. In this role, she has been 

able to combine her practical and business experience 

of farming and land management with the conservation 

prescriptions and policy produced by GWCT’s scien-

tists.  Teresa believes in practical, pragmatic conser-

vation that finds space for wildlife alongside eco-

nomic land uses. She works with a number of farmer 

groups, including the only farmer-led Nature Im-

provement Area. 

It promises to be an informative and entertaining 

evening. Teresa Dent 

& Inca () 

Charlotte () 
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JET Scholars 2012-2013 

 Philip Arkell 
RAC graduate involved with Gasson 

Associates in the management of Es-

tates and farms, including fruit, 

throughout the South of England.  

Charlotte Lay 
Plymouth graduate in Wildlife Conser-

vation, recently appointed Conservation 

Advisor with the CLA. 

 

 
Phil Brown 
Lackham NDA graduate and partner in 

W. Berkshire 700 acre family farm with 

a further 1300 acres under contract. 

Hugo Lee 

Oxford Brookes graduate in Real Estate 

Management, recently appointed farm 

manager at a farm and stud situated be-

tween Salisbury and Fordingbridge.  

 

 Douglas Dalton  

Manages 500 dairy cows on 600 acre 

family farm on the edge of the New 

Forest. 

Jason Newman 
RAC graduate managing 300 cows on 

arable/dairy farm in Hampshire 

 

 Jon Dearsley  

Reading graduate, now Cirencester-

based with Smiths Gore Farm Manage-

ment working primarily with in-hand 

farms on private estates.  

Jamie Orpwood 
RAC graduate working on a 2000 acre 

arable farm north of Banbury with the 

brief  to develop, expand and look at 

potential new ventures. 

 

 Hannah Foster 
RAC graduate and associate of the 

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors 

working as a Land Agent with BCM 

near Winchester. 

Henry Steel 
Harper Adams graduate, managing fam-

ily farm at Rotherwick, Hampshire and 

actively seeking diversication opportu-

nities. 

 

 Alastair Hunter Blair  
 RAC Graduate, recently taken tenancy 

succession  of  the family farm near 

Ross-on-Wye 

Jamie Williams 

Edinburgh graduate and MRICS, farm-

ing in N. Hants producing oven ready 

free range poultry,  woodland reared 

free range pork and finished  lambs. 

 

‘buddy’, sometimes in a less than serious manner. 

The week was a great test of our brain power and 

stamina. You can of course not stay at the RAC for 

a week without testing its finest of beverages, stu-

dents and professors alike. We left no longer fresh 

faced, and sad to part from our new lifelong friends.  

Here’s to weeks two and three! 

 

Charlotte Lay is now Conservation Advisor for the CLA 

Know Thyself  (Continued from page 1) We’re not dinosaurs… 
…..but we only have email addresses for 
half the people on our mailing list, and 
some of those details are out of date. 

If you haven’t recently received 

a JET email, please email the 
Hon.Sec. or tell us your address 

via the JET website.  

We promise… NO SPAM! 


